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COMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER MEETING: 

Date/Time/Place: Tuesday, 5 November at 1130 hours. Engleses’ Restaurant at 13460 Hwy 50/210 in Surf 
City, NC (910-329-4201). The food is reputed to be ‘the best in the area.’ Directions to restaurant: North 
on Hwy 17 through Hampstead to right at Hwy 10, about 2 miles to stop light; directly across street on right 
is the Palladium Mall; Engleses is right there.  

Menu: A full buffet featuring Chicken Marsala, Sausage & Peppers, Penne-ala-Vodka, Caesar Salad, Garlic 
Knots, and Cannolis, Drinks (soft), all for just $17.00 per person. Open bar also available for your harder 
pleasures. 

RSVP: JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or 910-540-8459  NO LATER THAN 31 October. 

Program: We will be honored to have as guest speaker Col. Jeffrey J. Johnson, Commanding Officer of the 
Marine Corps Engineers School at Camp LeJeune. He will bring us a very informative and interesting 
discussion on the role of combat engineers in current combat environments. This will be a great opportunity 
to meet with our military comrades at an area new to us; our Up North meeting for the fall of the year. You 
will not want to miss it and you are encouraged to bring guests-family or friends. Welcome one and all! 

DECEMBER MEETING: Christmas wing-ding party details to be announced 

Message from the President.. 

  November will be a busy month; our meeting will be at the “Northern End’ of our meeting area, at 
Engleses’ Restaurant in Surf City and we are looking forward to seeing many of you there to enjoy good 
company and fine food. Also, in November, we will participate in the Veterans’ Day (Nov 11) celebration 
and service at the National Cemetery on Market Street and 16th Street in Wilmington. The service will begin 
at 1100 hours and the Massing of the Colors will be at 1230 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. These are 
moving ceremonies well worth attending.  

  Also, on 3 November, there will be a presentation by the 82d Airborne Chorus at 1600 hours in Kenan Hall 
on the UNCW campus. The cost is $14.00 at the door. We have had several military choirs at Kenan and all 
were superb. All of this before Thanksgiving! 

mailto:jdoleman522@gmail.com


  In December, we will meet back at the Bluewater. Plan on attending a very special Christmas event; details 
to follow. 

Condolences.. 

  Our heartfelt condolences to friends and family of LTC Sam Warshauer who recently passed away…May 
he rest in peace and glory. 
  Our heartfelt condolences also to friends and family of LTC Albert Stallings, who recently passed away…
May he rest in peace and glory. 

Roster Changes.. Delete the following persons from your rosters: 

LTC John LaBruyere                              Spouse Joan Langworthy                                 Spouse Margaret Price 
Spouse Judith Reilly                               Lt Col Nick Rhodes                                         Spouse Elaine Shappell 
Col Dewey Smith                                   CW3 Samuel Williams                                     Lt Col Lynn Zabkar 
LTC William Lampe 

DoD: TRICARE Beneficiaries Unaffected by Obamacare.. 

  Pentagon officials say the only difference that most TRICARE beneficiaries will see with the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) is an additional piece of mail every January and an 
extra box to check off on their tax forms each April. 

  That’s because TRICARE, for most people using it, already meets the minimum essential coverage 
mandated by the new law, according to a statement recently released by the Defense Department.  Just two 
groups of TRICARE beneficiaries do not meet the minimum essential coverage requirement – those 
receiving care for line-of-duty-only conditions, and those eligible ONLY to receive care in military hospitals 
or clinics. 

  These individuals, if they do not already have medical coverage meeting ACA minimum for their other 
healthcare needs, will have to acquire it. All other TRICARE users should see no change. 

“Simply speaking, the Affordable Care Act will have very little impact on TRICARE beneficiaries,” the 
Defense Department said. Under the new law, U.S. citizens must have health coverage that meets a minimum 
standard—called minimum essential coverage – by January 1, 2014 

Arlington Cemetery Will Allow Small Mementos.. 

  Arlington National Cemetery is relaxing its policies to allow family members of those buried in its section 
for those who died in Iraq and Afghanistan to leave behind small mementos and photos to honor those 
soldiers, a spokeswoman said recently. 

  Section 60 is the part of the cemetery that is home to most of those killed in recent fighting. Families in that 
section had been leaving stones, photos and other mementos at their loved ones’ gravesites, even though 
cemetery policy strictly regulates such impromptu memorials. 



  Patrick Hallinan is the executive director of the Army National Military Cemeteries and Arlington National 
Cemetery. He met with section 60 families in October and worked out a compromise that will allow displays 
through the fall and winter months when the grass doesn’t need to be cut often, said cemetery spokeswoman 
Jennifer Lynch. 

  Officials emphasized that items that are unsightly, anything affixed to headstones, dangerous items such as 
tobacco, alcohol, ammunition, and glass, as well as any item that might pose a risk to workers or visitors will 
not be allowed. Lynch said the cemetery will review its regulations and policies to see if long-term 
accommodation can be made. Official and small mementos will be permitted. Photos will be allowed, but 
cannot be taped to headstones, Lynch said. 

Good Use of Our Tax Dollars?? 

  New cargo planes on order for the U.S. Air Force are being delivered straight into storage in the Arizona 
desert because the military has no use for them, a Dayton Daily News investigation found. A dozen nearly 
new C-27J Spartans from Ohio and elsewhere have already been taken out of service and shipped to the so-
called boneyard at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson. Five more are expected to be built by April 
2014, all of which are headed to the boneyard by the end of September. 

  The Air Force almost had to buy more of the planes against its will, the newspaper found. A solution issued 
from Wright-Patterson in May sought vendors to build more C-27Js, citing Congressional language requiring 
the military to spend money budgeted for the planes, despite Pentagon protests. Congress put the brakes on 
the expenditure, which was the right thing to do according to government watchers . 

Air Force Getting New Refueling Tanker.. 

  The U.S. Air Force plans to spend $52 billion buying 179 of 
the so-called Boeing KC-46A aircraft. A derivative of the 767 
twin-engine jet airliner that will replace a third of its fleet of 
Cold War-era KC-135 Stratotankers, also made by Boeing. 

  While the Defense Department faces another round of 
automatic budget cuts known as sequestration, officials have 
repeatedly cited the tanker program as a priority because of the 
need to replace the aging and maintenance-prone KC-135 
aircraft, which entered service in the mid-1950s. 
   

  Production of the new tanker is expected to ramp up to 18 planes a year by 2018. The service has said two 
aircraft in production at Boeing’s plant in Everett, WA, will be ready for flight testing in mid-2014. The first 
fully equipped plane – outfitted with such mission equipment as a refueling operating station, boom refueling 
systems and defensive weapons – is scheduled to fly in early 2015. 

  The Air Force has announced that Altus Air Force Base, OK, McDonnell Air Force Base, KS, and Pease Air 
National Guard Base, NH will be the first three bases at which the new refueling tankers will be stationed. 



 

 
Assistance for Using the SENCLAND Website.. 

  Address is www.sencland.org. Home page will appear with various categories listed on the left side. Click 
on whatever interests you. To access the Chapter Membership Roster, look on Home Page for the calendar 
date in far upper left corner. Click on the date and Members Only page will appear in green. Log on using 
“member.” If you have forgotten or don’t know the password, call Ken Klassen at 910-791-3999. We can’t 
put the numbers in the newsletter because it  has wide dissemination and the numbers are strictly for 
members only. 

  On top of Home page is a moving Ticker for important current events. If you put your cursor on the Ticker 
and click, it will take you to the applicable website. There will always be a link to the latest news from 
National MOAA. 

  The Legislative Category has current news on issues that affect all members. You can also use it to view the 
Websites of our two US Senators from NC and US Representatives from NC District 3 & 7. Each one of 
those has contact links for email. It is an easy way for you to input your comments to national legislators. 

Browse through the categories at your leisure to find information and links to numerous military, legislative, 
and community connections. Membership forms can be downloaded and given to friends and possible new 
members. If you want information on our Scholarship or Leadership Awards for JROTC students, go to those 
categories. In the Documents Category is an archive of previous Newsletters plus some other pertinent pages 
on your Chapter leadership, duties and responsibilities. If you are interested in last summer’s suggested 
reading list, it was moved to Documents. The Resources Links Category has a world of helpful sites on all 
Uniformed Services, the VA, Military ID Care renewal, military service associations and community 
volunteer organizations. 

http://www.sencland.org


  Your comments, recommendations, pictures, input and questions are requested. 
(Submitted by Ken Klassen, Webmaster) 

The Capt. Phillips Rescue Operation.. 
   
  Dramatic accounts of the Navy SEALS rescuing the captain of an American cargo ship made headlines 
around the world on April 8, 2009. Four armed Somali pirates scurried up the side of the Maersk Alabama 
and took the crew, including its captain, Richard Phillips, hostage.  

  It was an unbelievable story and the ‘official’ version of the incident reveals that it wasn’t quite so tidy as 
shown in the movie version (just released and starring Tom Hanks as Captain Phillips), or too as the versions 
in Phillips book. In fact there were many more than three shots fired, and $30,000 went missing and has yet 
to be recovered. In a failed attempt to get the pirates to leave, Phillips gave the pirates $30,000 from the 
ship’s safe. The pirates eventually abandoned the Maersk, jumping into a lifeboat and taking the money and 
Phillips with them at gunpoint. 

  Attorney Philips Weinstein, who represented the surviving pirate later prosecuted in federal court, said the 
legal team had an expert examine photographs the government provided of the dead Somali. The expert 
estimated about 19 rounds had been fired into the bodies, Weinstein said. 

  The $30,000 has yet to be recovered, As part of the investigation by the Naval Criminal Investigation 
Service (NCIS), SEALS were polygraphed, according to the former and current law enforcement and 
military officials who spoke under the condition of anonymity because they weren’t authorized to talk about 
the case. It’s not clear if the SEALS who responded to the hijacking were polygraphed. 

A Movie to See.. 

  “Honor Flight: One Last Mission” is a heartwarming documentary about four living WWII veterans and 
their 24-hour journey, including an Honor Flight to our nationals capital and a tour of the WWII Memorial. 
Many veterans who have made an Honor Flight say that with the exception of their wedding day and the 
birth of their children, the trip was the best day of their lives. 

  A number of local organizations (New Hanover County Veterans Council, Lower Cape Fear Hospice, 
Elderhaus, NHRMC, Cumulus Broadcasting, Cape Fear Community College, Brithhaven of Northchase, 
Sunrise Broadcasting, Wilmington Funeral & Cremation, Brookdale Assisted Living, United Way of the 
Cape Fear Area, and WECT) are excited to bring this spectacular movie to the Wilmington area, that will 
show one time only at the Wilmington Convention center on November 11 from 3 – 5 p.m. Admission is 
open to all and completely free of charge. 

  The Event Committee advises to “plan to join us for this memorable occasion … because, as we all know 
… Veterans Matter!” 

Study Says Deployments Not Reason for Rise in Suicides.. 

  According to a study of current and former U.S. service members from 2001 to 2008, combat deployments, 
no matter how many or for how long, were not the reason for the notable increase in military suicides. This 
study, published in the Journal of American Medical Association, found that military members’ risk of 



suicide was associated with the same factors as those in the civilian population, being male, and suffering 
from depression and alcohol or drug abuse. 

  The study by Cynthia A. LeardMann, M.P.H., and colleagues, of the Naval Health Research Center in San 
Diego comes eight years after the military suicide rate began climbing as the military fought two wars. The 
findings of this study – thought to be the first that in addition to tracking active-duty troops, followed service 
members after they resumed civilian life – counter the conventional wisdom that combat stress, number of 
deployments and the operations tempo as the U.S. fought wars in Iraq and Afghanistan had caused more 
troops to take their own lives. 

  “In this sample of current and former military personnel…suicide risk was independently associated with 
male sex and mental disorders but not with military specific variables,” the study, “Risk Factors Associated 
with Suicide in Current and Former U.S. Military Personnel,” said. 

  The study looked at deaths of troops among the 11,597 participating in the military’s Millenium Cohort 
Study, a health study in which participants complete surveys every three years. Researchers then linked that 
data with the National death index and the Department of Defense Medical Mortality Registry through 
December 31, 2008. Between 2001 and 2008, there were 83 suicides – 12.8 percent – among a total of 646 
deaths of those enrolled in the Millenium Cohort Study. 

No More American Tanks in Germany.. 

  The U.S. Army’s 69 year history of basing main battle tanks on German soil quietly ended in March when 
22 Abrams tanks, a main feature of armored combat units throughout the Cold War, embarked for the United 
States. 

  The departure of the last Abrams tanks coincides with the inactivation of two of the Army’s Germany-based 
heavy brigades. Last year, the 170th Infantry out of Baumholder disbanded. And the 172nd Separate Infantry 
Brigade at Grafenwohr is now in the process of doing the same. 

  On 18 March, the remaining tanks were loaded up at the 21st Theater Sustainment Command’s railhead in 
Kaiserslautern where they then made the journey to the shipping port in Bremerhaven, Germany. There they 
boarded a ship bound for South Carolina. 

  “It’s an honor to be escorting the last battle tanks out of Germany,” said Sgt. Jeremy Jordan of the 529th 
Military Police Company, “as these tanks sail back to the U.S. we are closing a chapter in history.” 

Japan Unveils Largest Warship Since WWII.. 

  Japan recently unveiled its biggest warship since WW II, a huge flat-top destroyer that has raised eyebrows 
in China and elsewhere because it bears a strong resemblance to a conventional aircraft carrier. 

  The ship, which has a flight deck that is nearly 820 feet long, is designed to carry up to 14 helicopters. 
Japanese officials say it will be used in national defense – particularly in anti-submarine warfare and on 
border-area surveillance missions – and to bolster the nation’s ability to transport personnel and supplies in 
response to large-scale natural disasters. 



  Though the ship – dubbed “Izumo” has been in the works since 2009, its unveiling comes as Japan and 
China are locked in a dispute over several small islands located between southern Japan and Taiwan.  

How many of you can remember telephone numbers with a word prefix (like LIncoln 3457)?? Or S&H 
Green Stamps?? Or candy cigarettes?? Or Wax Coke-shaped bottles with colored sugar water? 
 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES 

  Annual dues are $15 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Please send your dues for 2014 to 
our chapter mailing address at: 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) 
PO Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

Name: ____________________________________________ Email Address: ________________________ 

  I am including an additional $ _____________ for the JROTC Scholarship Fund. Names of donors will be 
Published in the newsletter and donors will receive a letter of acknowledgment for tax purposes 


